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TAXI AMENDMENT BILL 2003 
Recommittal 

On motion by Hon Ken Travers (Parliamentary Secretary), resolved -  

That the Bill be recommitted for the further consideration of clause 5, as amended, and clause 7, as 
amended.   

Committee 
The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the Chair; Hon Ken Travers (Parliamentary Secretary) in 
charge of the Bill.   

Clause 5:  Section 16 amended -  
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 3, line 20 - To insert before “is”  - 

subject to subsection (6), 

Page 4, line 1 - To insert before “no” -  

subject to subsection (6), 

Page 4, line 20 - To insert before “the” -  

subject to subsection (6), 

Page 4, line 25 - To insert before “no” -  

subject to subsection (6), 

Members will recall that when we last debated these clauses in committee, Hon Peter Foss raised concern about 
the amendments that I moved to deal with the Government’s desire to allow drivers of restricted plates to apply 
for applications and to have those applications assessed.  The Government’s amendments would not have 
achieved its aims.  At the time we obviously had a degree of debate, and it is fair to say that we agreed to 
disagree.  However, I indicated to the Committee as a way of moving forward that I would ensure that the matter 
was readdressed and that it may be by way of amendments in the other place.  Since that time, I have asked for 
the matter to be reassessed and have sought further advice.  The Government now accepts the view that Hon 
Peter Foss expressed when we were in committee - that this is the correct way to proceed and that the way the 
Government proposed was not the correct way and would not have achieved the Government’s intentions.  I 
thank Hon Peter Foss for his contribution and for raising the matter.  The amendments seek to effectively 
transfer the provisions in clause 7 of the Bill, which deal with section 18 of Act, back into clause 16 of the Act or 
clause 5 of the Bill.  To achieve the Government’s outcomes, and as Hon Peter Foss suggested, it is necessary to 
deal with these matters in clause 5 of the Bill, not clause 7.   

Hon ALAN CADBY:  I do not intend to be on my feet for very long.  I have read the Hansard from the last 
Friday on which the Legislative Council sat and it is quite clear that Hon Peter Foss was correct in his 
interpretation.  The Government may have thought that he was prolonging the argument, but the argument was 
obviously the right length and quite valid.  I am pleased that the parliamentary secretary has gone back to his 
advisers and come back with these amendments.  He is quite right because he did say at some stage that he 
would check to see whether his interpretation was correct.  It obviously was not correct.  Hon Peter Foss’s 
interpretation was correct.  We are grateful that the Government has brought these clauses back for recommittal.  
The Opposition supports the amendments.   

Amendments put and passed.   
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 4, after line 30 - To insert -  

(6) Unrestricted taxi plates may be leased by an applicant who is not otherwise eligible to 
lease taxi plates because a person (the “relevant person”) is the owner, or has an 
interest in the ownership, of restricted taxi plates contrary to subsection (3)(b), (4)(d) 
or (5)(d) or (e) if the Director General is satisfied that, if the application is successful, 
the relevant person will divest himself or herself of the ownership, or interest in the 
ownership, of the restricted taxi plates before the unrestricted taxi plates are issued 
under section 18.   

Amendment put and passed.   
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Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 5, line 6 - To insert after “means” -  

related by virtue of being 

Amendment put and passed.   
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 5, after line 10 and the new definition of “relevant percentage” - To insert the new definitions of  
“restricted taxi plates” and “unrestricted taxi plates” inserted by clause 7 on page 6, after line 19.   

The CHAIRMAN:  It is necessary for me to read out certain words from the amendment otherwise we may not 
be inserting the agreed words.  After the definition of “relevant percentage”, it is the parliamentary secretary’s 
intention to insert the definitions of “restricted taxi plates” and “unrestricted taxi plates”.  In this proposed 
subsection, restricted taxi plates means taxi plates used on a taxi that may operate only during specified times or 
within specified parts of a controlled area.  Unrestricted taxi plates means taxi plates other than restricted taxi 
plates.  I have read out the two definitions.  The parliamentary secretary does not need to insert “(4)  In this 
section -” because these definitions are added after the definition of “relevant percentage”. 

Hon Ken Travers:  That is right.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Therefore, those additional words are not needed in this amendment because the words “(3)  
After section 18(3) the following subsection is inserted -” were inserted in an earlier amendment that dealt with 
relevant percentage.  We are now adding two definitions after the definition of relevant percentage.   

Hon Ken Travers:  That is correct.   

Amendment put and passed. 

Clause, as further amended, put and passed. 

Clause 7: Section 18 amended - 
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 6, after line 12 - To delete the new words “and subject to subsection (1a)”. 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -   

Page 6, line 17 - To insert after “subject to” -  

subsection (1a) and 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 6, after line 17 - To delete new subsection (1a). 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 6, after line 17 - To delete in new subsection (1b) “subsection (1a) applies” and insert instead - 

section 16(6) applies and without limiting subsection (2) 

Amendment put and passed. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 6, before line 18 - To insert - 

(1b) For the purposes of subsection (1a), the applicant is to provide the Director General 
with any information or documents that the Director General may require, including 
information verified by a statutory declaration. 

Amendment put and passed. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I move -  

Page 6, after line 19 - To delete the lines that insert new subsection (4). 

Amendment put and passed. 
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Clause, as further amended, put and passed. 

Bill again reported, with further amendments. 
 


